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The South East England Biodiversity Forum (SEEBF) response to the Regional Economic Strategy Consultation Document, November 2005
The South East England Biodiversity Forum (SEEBF) is a liaison body of governmental and non-governmental bodies and organisations involved in nature conservation, which provides a focus for furthering biodiversity in South East England.

The SEEBF welcomes this opportunity to comment on the RES Consultation Document and to contribute to the future development of a sustainable South East economy.  We believe that investing in the region’s environmental capital, including delivery of biodiversity targets, has the potential to play an increasingly significant role in the success of the region’s economy. Our response follows the questions posed in Section 7 of the RES consultation document.  We have not offered comments on every proposal and option set out in the document but contributed where the Forum can add value.
All member organisations of the SEEBF were consulted in the preparation of this response (see membership list below).  This does not imply that every member of the SEEBF supports all the views expressed. 

Generic Principles:
· We welcome the sustainable development and Integrated Regional Framework context to the RES consultation document and encourage this to be continued to be articulated in future iterations of the document.

· We maintain that the concept of Sustainable Development needs to be clearly explained early in the RES. Sustainable development must be about the integration of the economic, social and environmental strands and not interpreted as a “balance”. Clarity of definition will help to avoid discrepancies in interpretation of various terminology.
· A high quality environment (including biodiversity) is a reason for economic success in the South East.  Biodiversity provides raw material for economic production and supports ecological services such as pollution regulation, flood and erosion control, and waste decomposition and disposal. It allows society to maintain the option of carrying out activities in the future, some of which are unknown as yet.

· The environment’s contribution to the Region’s economy has been demonstrated through the study of the Environmental Economy of the South East, published by SEEDA in 2002 and reviewed in 2005. The Strategy’s objectives and tasks should aim for win-win-win outcomes contributing to the region’s economy, environment and quality of life.
· The RES must aim to stabilize the Ecological-footprint of the SE economy and look beyond stabilization towards reduction. This should incorporate targets set for key sectors such as stabilizing the land and energy footprint from housing, transport and all economic activities and consumption.

· The RES must address the need for adequate provision of, and investment in, infrastructure. The term infrastructure must be appropriately defined from the outset and include green infrastructure provision. 
Green Infrastructure is the network of multi-functional green space, provided across the Sub-Region. It is set within, and contributes to a high quality natural and built environment and is required to deliver “liveability” for new communities.  Green Infrastructure is multi functional in that green space itself, if properly planned and managed, provides environmental services (also termed “functionality”) in addition to access and biodiversity benefits e.g. local climate and air quality amelioration, additional floodplain capacity, coastal sea defences, and so contributing to the overall Environmental Infrastructure.
· A clear Implementation Strategy is essential for the successful delivery of the RES and to achieve sustainable growth in the Region. Such a strategy/plan needs to have stakeholder ownership and involvement. Monitoring is a core component of any implementation strategy.
· Through the RES SEEDA should champion best practice and through its own activities/ sponsored projects reflect and promote quality and design which will contribute to sustainable development and the stabilization/ reduction of the ecological footprint.

What future inspiration or vision do you have for the South East Economy?
The South East economy needs to be truly sustainable, fully recognising the importance of the environment. It should be geared towards improving people’s quality of life by integrating the social, environmental and economic aspects of sustainable development.

It should have an expanding environmental economy contributing to the overall prosperity of the SE – including quality of life and the natural environment. An economy which embraces the use of natural functions and services (for example, floodplains used for flood control or appropriate use of biofuels in new developments) and promotes the sustainable consumption and production, and an economy which promotes ecologically diverse landscapes (that are resilient and adaptable to climate change, provide new opportunities for economic activities including service provision and the development of local produce, and provide people with easy access to natural space and the opportunity to participate in their local environment to develop skills).
An economy which is proud and effective in realising a high quality natural environment – a measure of a successful global region. This would include contributing towards the delivery of biodiversity targets through economic and social programmes of work.

A Region of excellence in demonstrating all aspects of sustainable development.

A prosperous region with an environment which is being enhanced. Use of the Areas of Strategic Opportunity for Biodiversity Improvement as a framework  (as developed for the draft SE Plan) for the delivery of green benefits. For example, SEEDA sponsored initiatives within the Thames Basin Heaths should aim to contribute towards heathland targets. Environmental and biodiversity maintenance and enhancement should be a pre-requisite of new development and initiatives and not added as an after thought. 
What will your organisation contribute to the achievement of the objectives and key tasks?

SEEBF can offer an advisory service/ function in relation to biodiversity. Contributing in terms of helping to define the “how” – the delivery of win-win-win solutions in the South East.
SEEBF member bodies will be the primary deliverers of the biodiversity targets on the ground, but contributions via various regional strategies and stakeholders are important and significant. SEEBF’s function is in a coordinating role.

SEEBF also has a role in providing good quality data to aid monitoring and reporting on the condition of the natural environment.
The priority for delivery of biodiversity enhancement through SEEBF will be based upon targets set out in Action for Biodiversity in the South East (and its revised version due to be produced during 206) and the Areas of Strategic Opportunity for Biodiversity Improvement framework (attached map).
SEEBF plan to review Action for Biodiversity in the South East during 2006. The new Strategy will form the basis for SEEBF and biodiversity delivery through partners over the next 10 years. It will be a common agenda for biodiversity delivery in the SE.
How should SEEDA’s own activities be concentrated in contributing to the objectives and key tasks?
SEEDA should promote alternative methods of measuring economic growth/ success, to cover social and environmental contributions, in addition to the traditional measures of GVA and GDP.

It is recommended that SEEDA takes on the role of a champion of best practice (including the environmental and biodiversity angle). SEEDA’s own sponsored projects should be able to demonstrate economic, social and environmental outcomes. SEEDA should undertake better promotion of good existing (and new) initiatives such as Building for Nature, Environmental Economy work and the Sustainability Checklist.
It is further recommended that SEEDA develops as a champion of partnership and cross sector working. Bringing together stakeholders from different sectors is essential if truly integrated SD is to be achieved and may help with cross pollination of ideas for innovative solutions.

There is a role of co-ordinating how stakeholders in the South East share best practice and examples. This is recommended as a function for SEEDA and other regional bodies including SEERA and SEE-in. Partners in the economic, social and environment sectors will also have an important role to play.
As part of the Sustainable Business Awards it is recommended that a Biodiversity and Business category be developed/ promoted. With this option there is the possibility of joint working with SEEBF and other biodiversity sector partners.
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Association of Local Government Ecologists (ALGE), Berkshire Buckinghamshire and Oxfordshire Wildlife Trust, Brighton and Hove Unitary Authority, BTCV, Defra, East Sussex County Council, English Nature, Environment Agency, Farming and Rural Industries Group, Forestry Commission, GOSE, Hampshire County Council, Hampshire Wildlife Trust, Isle of Wight Unitary Authority, Kent County Council, Kent Wildlife Trust, National Trust, National Wildlife Trusts, Oxfordshire County Council, RSPB, SEEDA, SEERA, South East Biodiversity Action Plan Officers’ Group, South East Biological Records Centres, South East Wildlife Trusts, Southampton Unitary Authority, Sussex Wildlife Trust, Surrey County Council, Surrey Wildlife Trust, West Berkshire Unitary Authority, West Sussex County Council, Woodland Trust.


