WREN’s BAF projects 

The process for assessing the first round of WREN's BAF projects is now complete, the final judging has taken place and the embargo has been lifted on who has won funding.    I am pleased to confirm the following nine projects were lucky enough to receive a share of £1.65m, through the WREN BAF for 2009.
 

	
	Charity
	Funding
	Project description

	1.
	Lincolnshire Wildlife Trust
	£250,000
	Anderby Marsh habitat re-creation
Creation and restoration of wet grassland, wetland features and reedbeds supporting a variety of reedbed, aquatic and marsh birds at the Lincolnshire Coastal Country Park. The project will provide a ‘reservoir’ sanctuary to enhance the wildlife of the Outmarsh and coastal country park area, improving access and wildlife habitats along a 5km stretch of coast between Sandilands and Chapel St Leonards. 

	2.
	Norfolk Wildlife Trust
	£199,467
	Upton Broad, Doles and grazing marsh restoration
Restoration, enhancement and management of grazing marshland and fen at Upton Broad and Marshes nature reserve, near Martham, Norfolk. Restoration of lowland wet grazing marsh and dykes, extension of the area and enhancement of conditions to encourage increased numbers of breeding waders. A connection between the reedbed and fen will provide a corridor for water vole and otter to move more easily. Three new turf ponds will attract dragonflies and damselflies including the Norfolk hawker. 

	3. 
	RSPB – Midlands region
	£178,000
	Beckingham Marshes – wetland restoration and management
Restoration of wet grassland along the River Trent will provide habitat for a variety of wildlife including birds such as lapwings, redshanks, skylarks and yellow wagtails. The site will be a refuge for aquatic plants, dragonflies, kingfishers, barn owls, water voles and otters. The grassland will also be home to grazing cattle.  

	4. 
	Brecknock Wildlife Trust
	£186,018
	The Upper Tawe Valley - a living landscape
Bringing together four sites in the Upper Tawe Valley in Wales (two existing Wildlife Trust reserves and two new sites), to create a vibrant living landscape and re-connect habitats to adapt to climate change. The project will join woodland, wildflower meadows, and one of the finest limestone plant communities in Brecknock, together with a new woodland and Rhos pasture habitat - home to a rare population of marsh fritillary butterflies.  

	5. 
	RSPB – Eastern England
	£250,000
	Creating and protecting habitat at Titchwell Nature Reserve
Titchwell Marsh Nature Reserve on the North Norfolk Coastline is home to freshwater reedbeds, marshes, brackish habitats, mudflats and salt marshes providing freshwater for waders, wildfowl and breeding bittern. It’s home to many bird species – wintering knot, bartailed godwit, wintering golden plover and ruff. It also supports several rare moths, beetles and dipteran flies. Species are under threat from weakening flood defences and coastal squeeze. The project will restore and realign flood protection to ensure species can continue to live and thrive in the area - such as the beach-nesting ringed plover, tiger beetle, little terns and migratory wading birds. 

	6. 
	RSPB – Northern England
	£143,006
	Geltsdale – upland habitat restoration and management
The RSPB’s reserve at Geltsdale, Cumbria is an important upland nature reserve. Located in the north-west corner of the North Pennines, the reserve extends to over 5,200 hectares and comprises of a mosaic of upland habitats. Blanket bog and upland heath are nationally important upland habitats that support internationally important moorland breeding birds. Significant areas of these important habitats have been lost in recent times. This project will restore areas of blanket bog and upland heath to a condition that will provide feeding and breeding habitat for a number of iconic upland bird species. 

	7. 
	Cheshire Wildlife Trust
	£113,254
	Gowy & Mersey washlands project
Funding a Conservation Grazing Officer and Conservation Grazing Assistant to manage the restoration, recreation and reconnection of coastal and floodplain grazing marsh in the River Gowy and the River Mersey corridors. The project focuses on restoring coastal and floodplain grazing marsh across six sites, using a flying herd of traditional breed cattle.

	8.
	Butterfly Conservation
	£126,485
	Norfolk Brecks Heathland – restoration for threatened butterflies and moths
Restoration of Norfolk Brecks heathland for threatened butterflies and moths. This dry, open Breckland landscape supports an internationally important complex of heathland and acid / chalk grass heath habitat with a diverse flora and fauna, rare plants, invertebrates and ground-nesting birds. Home to a unique assemblage of moths and threatened butterflies – it is one of the most important habitats for endangered moths and butterflies in the East of England.  

	9. 
	Berkshire, Buckinghamshire and Oxfordshire Wildlife Trust (BBOWT)
	£198,166
	Chilterns chalk grassland project
A project to benefit chalk grassland at 13 nature reserves in the Chilterns and also inspire and educate local landowners about the importance of this precious habitat. Chalk downs in the Chilterns support up to 40 plant species per square metre as well as a wide range of insects, molluscs and invertebrates. The project will involve clearing scrub, improving grazing and turning arable fields back to grassland as well as sharing best practice, equipment and other resources to engage others in preserving this nationally important habitat.

	
	Total
	£1,644,396
	


