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New Marine Sites Natura 2000 Project Manager,

Regulatory Services and Access Team,

John Dower House,

Crescent Place,

CHELTENHAM  GL50 3RA 







26th Feb 2010
Dear Sir,
Response to the Formal Consultation on the Margate and Long Sands pSAC and Outer Thames Estuary pSPA.

SOUTH EAST ENGLAND BIODIVERSITY FORUM 
The South East England Biodiversity Forum (SEEBF) is a partnership of governmental and non-governmental organisations who work closely together to provide a focus for furthering biodiversity in South East England.  Our aims are:

1. To develop and review biodiversity objectives and targets for the region. 

2. To champion the delivery of biodiversity objectives and targets within the South East of England. 

3. To enable, co-ordinate and service regional biodiversity monitoring, interpretation and reporting for regional bodies. 

SEEBF includes a marine remit and has a dedicated Marine Sub-Group to further the above aims within this environment, which it views as an integral and vital component of the wider South East England natural environment.
Our comments on these Marine Natura 2000 Site consultations, in line with our remit, concern only issues relating to the conservation and management of biodiversity resources. Views presented in this response are founded on a general consensus on behalf of SEEBF; however individual organisations may also take their own corporate view. 

SEEBF strongly supports the designation of the potential marine Natura 2000 sites.  The designation of new European marine sites is an extremely important step in the development of an ecologically coherent and well-managed network of marine protected areas throughout SE seas. We would like to highlight the importance of all marine focused organisations, statutory and non-statutory, working together in order to combine knowledge and understanding of our marine environment to reach the best outcomes for its conservation.

We hope you will find our comments in the attached response forms helpful.
Yours faithfully
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Steve Gilbert
Chairman  
On behalf of the South East England Biodiversity Forum






Members of the South East England Biodiversity Forum
Association of Local Government Ecologists (ALGE), Berkshire Buckinghamshire and Oxfordshire Wildlife Trust, Brighton and Hove Unitary Authority, BTCV, Defra, East Sussex County Council, Natural England, Environment Agency, Forestry Commission, GOSE, Hampshire County Council, Hampshire Wildlife Trust, Isle of Wight Unitary Authority, Kent County Council, Kent Wildlife Trust, National Trust, Hampshire & Isle of Wight Wildlife Trust, Oxfordshire County Council, RSPB, SEEDA, South East Biodiversity Action Plan Officers’ Group, South East Biological Records Centres, South East Wildlife Trusts, Southampton Unitary Authority, Sussex Wildlife Trust, Surrey County Council, Surrey Wildlife Trust, West Berkshire Unitary Authority, West Sussex County Council, Woodland Trust. Farming and Wildlife Advisory Group
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