
SOUTH EAST ENGLAND BIODIVERSITY FORUM response to the Communities and Local Government consultation on the single list of data requirements for Local Authorities. 
The South East England Biodiversity Forum (SEEBF) is a partnership of governmental and non-governmental organisations providing a focus for furthering biodiversity in South East England.  Our comments on this consultation in line with our remit, concern only issues relating to the conservation and management of biodiversity resources. Views presented in this response are founded on a general consensus on behalf of SEEBF; however individual organisations may also take their own corporate view. 
SEEBF strongly supports the inclusion of the data 106-02 ‘Local nature conservation/ biodiversity’  in the list of data requirements for Local Authorities. SEEBF recommend that biodiversity/conservation should be assessed by measuring the number of Local Sites that are under appropriate management. This will build on the reporting that Local Authorities have been doing under the previous National Indicator 197. 
Data Burden and availability of the data 

These base data for reporting against the Local Wildlife Sites are already held by the Local Authorities and updates to the data on management are readily available from Natural England and the Forestry Commission. Further, the method and local reporting structures are already in place so the burden placed on the Authorities would be minimal. 
Duplication 
This is the only place where biodiversity delivery is measured within the potential Data Burden for the Local Authority and so there is no risk of duplication. 
Use of the data
These data provide a key indicator for delivery of biodiversity objectives at a local level, and as such will be of value to key conservation NGOs and local voluntary conservation groups. It will also enable the general public to hold the Local Authority to account on their delivery of the Natural Environment and Rural Communities Duty and local objectives for the countryside. Additional data resulting from the survey of Local Wildlife Sites also assists in tracking the distributions of rare, protected and invasive species; this in turn can inform climate change impacts. 
Why Biodiversity / conservation

A measure covering conservation/biodiversity is vital because: 

· Local Authorities have a major influence on  local biodiversity and wildlife due to their role through the planning system and as land managers. 

· The biodiversity on Local Wildlife Sites make an important contribution to ecosystem services, landscape and biodiversity objectives 

· Local Sites  enable wildlife to adapt better to climate change by increasing the connections between SSSIs and other nationally designated wildlife rich areas. 

· Local sites can enable the delivery of health/wellbeing and recreation objectives, through providing  core areas of good quality wildlife rich habitat, some of which will be accessible to the public. Local Sites also support education and public engagement objectives through use of sites for study/research.

Delivery of International/national Policy 
Local Authority data on the delivery of Local Sites into appropriate management will support the delivery of:  

· The UK’s international and EU commitments to halt loss of biodiversity and significantly reduced degradation and fragmentation by 2020. 
· The NERC Duty and local biodiversity objectives. 

· One of the key priorities within the new Defra Business Plan. 

What biodiversity data should Local Authorities report? 
· Local Sites are non-statutory sites identified by local partnerships, which are often led by Local Authorities and partnered by a range of local interests. There are more than 42,000 of these sites across England (covering about 5% of England) collectively accounting for over 690,000 ha of wildlife habitat.  

· Appropriate management on Local Sites have been identified (in designing NI 197) as easily measurable and the best proxy for wider Local Authority performance for biodiversity. 

· The importance of Local Sites is noted in Making Space for Nature (the independent review which reported to Defra in Sept 2010). This identified Local Sites as playing a key role in England’s ecological network, but in need of greater protection, calling on LAs to do more for their protection and management. 
· The data from the previous indicator (NI 197) show that this resulted in an increase in the number of Local Sites under appropriate management and that there is plenty of space for further improvement. 
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